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Introduction 

 
1. Drayton parish was designated as a Neighbourhood Plan Area by Broadland District Council on 14 November 2013. The 

original Drayton Neighbourhood Plan was prepared between 2013 and 2016. Following a successful referendum in July 2016, it 
was made by Broadland District Council in July 2016. The made Plan covers the period to 2026. 

2. In 2025, Drayton Parish Council began a review of the Plan. The review has been informed by updated evidence, engagement 
with the local community and discussions with the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. The reviewed Plan covers the period 
2026 to 2040. 

3. The Neighbourhood Planning Act 2017 introduced provisions, through Schedule A2 to the Planning and Compulsory Purchase 
Act 2004, which set out the process for modifying a made neighbourhood plan. These provisions allow qualifying bodies to 
update neighbourhood plans, with the level of examination and consultation depending on the nature and scale of the proposed 
modifications. 

4. National Planning Practice Guidance for Neighbourhood Planning1 explains that there are three types of modification that can 
be made when updating a neighbourhood plan. The process to be followed depends on the scale and nature of the changes 
proposed. These are: 

 
1 Neighbourhood planning - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-planning--2#updating-neighbourhood-plan


• Minor, non-material modifications to a neighbourhood plan or order. These are changes which would not materially 
affect the policies in the plan or permission granted by the order. They may include correcting errors, such as a 
reference to a supporting document, and would not require examination or a referendum. 

• Material modifications which do not change the nature of the plan or order. These would require examination but not a 
referendum. This might, for example, include the addition of a design code that builds on a pre-existing design policy, 
or the addition of a site or sites which, subject to the decision of the independent examiner, are not so significant or 
substantial as to change the nature of the plan. 

• Material modifications which do change the nature of the plan or order. These would require examination and a 
referendum. This might, for example, involve allocating significant new sites for development. 

 
5. The modifications to the Drayton Neighbourhood Plan proposed through this review are considered to be material. A broad 

range of evidence has been reviewed to identify current issues that need to be addressed in the updated Plan. This includes 
updated population and housing data, recent housing completions and commitments, evidence on affordable housing need, 
local facilities, access and movement, green infrastructure, biodiversity, flood risk, landscape character, heritage assets, Local 
Green Spaces and locally important views. Community engagement has also informed the scope and content of the reviewed 
Plan. 

6. Where a qualifying body, such as a parish council, proposes modifications that materially affect the policies in a made 
neighbourhood plan, additional requirements apply. The qualifying body must state whether it considers the proposed 
modifications to be so significant or substantial as to change the nature of the neighbourhood plan and must give reasons for 
this view. This statement must be made both at the pre-submission publicity and consultation stage and when the modified plan 
is submitted to the local planning authority. 

7. National Planning Practice Guidance also explains that, where material modifications are proposed: 

• the qualifying body must, at the pre-submission publicity and consultation stage and when the modified plan is 
submitted to the local planning authority, state whether it believes that the modifications are so significant or 
substantial as to change the nature of the plan and give reasons; 



• the local planning authority must, when sending the modified plan to the independent examiner, state whether it 
believes that the modifications are so significant or substantial as to change the nature of the plan and give reasons. 
The local planning authority must also submit a copy of the original plan to the independent examiner; and 

• the qualifying body must decide whether to proceed with the examination after the examiner has decided whether the 
modifications proposed change the nature of the plan. 

 
8. This Statement of Proposed Modifications has therefore been prepared by Drayton Parish Council to accompany the 

Regulation 14 consultation on the reviewed Drayton Neighbourhood Plan.  

Purpose of this statement 

9. The made Drayton Neighbourhood Plan was adopted by Broadland District Council on 26 July 2016. The made Plan contains 
policies relating to housing, the local economy, the environment, design, community facilities, movement and transport, and the 
village centre. 

10. The Neighbourhood Plan Review updates the made Plan to reflect current evidence, changes in national and local planning 
policy, recent and committed development in the parish, environmental and landscape evidence, community engagement and 
current local priorities. The proposed modifications are set out in the tables below, comparing the policies in the made Plan with 
the modified policies now proposed for Regulation 14 consultation. 

11. In accordance with the requirements for modification proposals, the Parish Council has considered whether the proposed 
modifications are so significant or substantial as to change the nature of the made Neighbourhood Plan. The Parish Council’s 
view, and the reasons for that view, are set out in the final section of this statement. 

12. To update the Plan, the qualifying body is proposing the following amendments to structure, policies, supporting text, evidence 
and community actions, as set out in the tables below. 

• Figure 1 shows how the Plan sections and policy titles have changed. Most policy themes remain broadly the same, 
although the structure and numbering have been revised and some policies have been consolidated. 

• Figure 2 shows the updated community actions included in the reviewed Plan. 

• Figures 3 and 4 set out the amended vision and objectives. 



• Figures 5 onwards set out the proposed policy modifications. 

Neighbourhood Plan policies 
Figure 1: Neighbourhood Plan Sections and Policy Titles 

 

Adopted Drayton Neighbourhood 
Plan Policies (2016) 

Proposed Drayton Neighbourhood Plan Review Policies (2026) 

Theme 1: Shaping Future 
Development 
Policies 1A to 1E: Design Standards 
and Land Use Mix 
Policies 2A to 2C: Protecting and 
Enhancing Historic Character 
Policy 3: Maintaining Important Views 
Policy 4: Improved Public Parking 
Policy 5: Flooding 
 
Theme 2: Site Specific Guidance 
Policy 6: Village Centre 
Enhancements 
 
Theme 3: Green Spaces and 
Recreation 
Policy 7: Improved Walking and 
Cycling Routes 
Policy 8: Nature Conservation 
Policy 9: Increasing the Use of the 
King George V Playing Field 

Settlement Identity, Form and Coalescence 
Policy 5.1: Green Gap between Settlements 
 
Design, Quality, Local Character and Settlement Edge 
Policy 5.2: Design, Quality, Local Character and Settlement Edge 
 
Natural Environment, Landscape and Green Infrastructure 
Policy 5.4A: Green Infrastructure and Ecological Networks 
Policy 5.4B: Landscape Character, Setting and Key Views 
Policy 5.4C: Local Green Spaces 
 
Access, Movement and Transport 
Policy 5.5: Walking and Cycling Connectivity 
 
Community Facilities and Social Infrastructure 
Policy 5.6A: Community Facilities 
Policy 5.6B: Provision of Community Infrastructure and Youth Provision through 
Development 
 
Local Economy and Village Centre 
Policy 5.7A: Village Centre and Local Services 
Policy 5.7B: Small-Scale and Local Employment 
 



13. The reviewed Plan also updates the non-policy projects and community actions. The made Plan included four projects. The 
reviewed Plan includes 17 Community Actions, grouped under five themes. These actions reflect issues raised through 
updated evidence, community engagement and the Parish Council’s experience of implementing the made Plan. They relate to 
matters that are important to the community but sit outside the direct scope of neighbourhood planning policies. The Parish 
Council will work with relevant stakeholders and the local community to help progress these actions. 

Neighbourhood Plan projects and community actions 
Figure 2: Neighbourhood Plan Projects and Community Actions 

Adopted Drayton Neighbourhood 
Plan Projects (2016) 

Proposed Drayton Neighbourhood Plan Review Community Actions (2026) 

Project 1: Village Centre 
Enhancements 
 
Project 2: Walking and Cycling 
Routes 
 
Project 3: Nature Conservation 
 
Project 4: King George V Playing 
Field 

Green Infrastructure, Landscape and Biodiversity 
CA1: Tree Planting and Landscape Enhancement 
CA2: Strengthening Green Corridors 
CA3: Contiguous Route from Low Road to Drayton Wood and Canham’s Hill 
CA4: Biodiversity and Habitat Enhancement Projects 
 
Walking, Cycling and Active Travel 
CA5: Walking and Cycling Connectivity Improvements 
CA6: Wayfinding and Signage Improvements 
CA7: Links Associated with the Northern Distributor Road (NDR) 
CA8: Marriott’s Way Bridge and Access Improvements 
CA9: Alignment with Strategic Access Plans 
 
Public Realm and Village Environment 
CA10: Village Centre Public Realm Improvements 
CA11: Sensitive Car Parking Improvements 
CA12: Gateway Enhancements 
 
Community Facilities and Youth Provision 
CA13: Youth and Informal Recreation Provision 
CA14: Enhancement of Existing Community Facilities 



Adopted Drayton Neighbourhood 
Plan Projects (2016) 

Proposed Drayton Neighbourhood Plan Review Community Actions (2026) 

CA15: Access Improvements to Community Facilities 
 
Monitoring and Partnership Delivery 
CA16: Engagement with Broadland District Council 
CA17: CIL Priority Framework 

 

14. The reviewed Vision retains the same overall direction as the made Plan. It continues to focus on maintaining Drayton’s quality 
of life, balancing the built and green environment, improving local infrastructure, supporting community life and strengthening 
opportunities for residents and local businesses. The wording has been updated to reflect current evidence, recent 
development, the parish’s relationship with Norwich and neighbouring settlements, the importance of the River Wensum valley 
and green spaces, and current community priorities around housing mix, local facilities, biodiversity, walking and cycling, and 
the local economy. 

Neighbourhood Plan vision 
Figure 3: Neighbourhood Plan Vision 

Adopted Drayton Neighbourhood 
Plan Vision (2016) 

Proposed Drayton Neighbourhood Plan Review Vision (2026) 

The vision of the community of 
Drayton is based on their desire to 
maintain the quality of life in their 
Parish by preserving the balance 
between the built and green 
environment, improving negative 
elements of the built environment and 
infrastructure whilst developing and 
strengthening opportunities for the 
people of the parish, encouraging 
increased prosperity, and building up 

Drayton Parish will continue to be a distinct, characterful and well-connected 
community, proud of its identity and separate from Norwich. Future growth will be 
carefully managed so that new development is well related to the existing built-up area, 
supports local facilities, and helps to provide a balanced mix of homes for all 
generations. The parish’s green spaces, River Wensum valley and surrounding 
landscape will continue to define its setting and support wildlife through stronger 
ecological connections between woodlands, meadows and watercourses. Drayton will 
be a place where people of all ages can live, meet and take part in community life, with 
well-used community spaces, thriving local shops and small businesses, and 
opportunities for everyone to enjoy its green environment. Future change will enhance 



Adopted Drayton Neighbourhood 
Plan Vision (2016) 

Proposed Drayton Neighbourhood Plan Review Vision (2026) 

the facilities available to residents, 
and those that work here. 

what people already value about Drayton, its green setting, community spirit and sense 
of place. 
 

 

15. The objectives have been redrafted to provide clearer and more up-to-date wording, but the overall purpose remains consistent 
with the made Plan. The revised objectives continue to address settlement identity, local character, design, community 
facilities, access and movement, green spaces, recreation, local employment and the parish’s relationship with its landscape 
setting. They have also been updated to reflect current evidence and community priorities, including housing mix and 
affordability, biodiversity, ecological connectivity, flood risk, sustainable design, walking and cycling, youth provision, and the 
role of the village centre. 

Neighbourhood Plan objectives 
Figure 4: Neighbourhood Plan Objectives 

Adopted Drayton Neighbourhood 
Plan Objectives (2016) 

Proposed Drayton Neighbourhood Plan Review Objectives (2026) 

Objective 1. Preserving the character 
of the settlement, including the spatial 
balance between the rural and built 
environment, historical assets and 
character whilst improving design 
based on local vernacular style. 
 
Objective 2. Protecting and 
enhancing resources available for 
sports, leisure, community and 
educational activities. 
 

Objective 1: Distinct Identity and Settlement Form.  
To maintain Drayton’s separate identity and prevent physical and visual coalescence 
with neighbouring settlements such as Norwich, Hellesdon and Taverham. To ensure 
that development at the edges of the parish and at key gateways respects the rural 
setting, landscape character and important views, reinforcing well-defined settlement 
boundaries. To recognise the differing character of the historic village, Thorpe Marriott 
and newer neighbourhoods, ensuring that all contribute positively to a cohesive and 
connected parish identity. 
 
Objective 2: High-Quality, Integrated Development.  
To ensure that all new development is well integrated with surrounding areas, 
connected to existing movement routes, and designed to respond positively to local 
context, scale and landscape setting. To promote high-quality, sustainable and 



Adopted Drayton Neighbourhood 
Plan Objectives (2016) 

Proposed Drayton Neighbourhood Plan Review Objectives (2026) 

Objective 3. Facilitating 
improvements in road transport, 
traffic, and parking. 
 
Objective 4. Improving the 
management and possibly increasing 
the provision of public green spaces 
of different kinds. 
 
Objective 5. Supporting businesses 
and local employment. 
 
Objective 6. Improving access and 
use of route-ways through both urban 
and countryside for pedestrians and 
cyclists. 

accessible design that supports community cohesion, enhances environmental 
performance and reinforces the parish’s distinctive character. 
 
Objective 3: Balanced and Inclusive Housing.  
To support the provision of a balanced mix of homes that meets the needs of first-time 
buyers, families and older residents. To encourage smaller, adaptable and accessible 
homes that enable people to remain within the parish as their needs change, helping to 
sustain a balanced and inclusive community. 
 
Objective 4: Environment and Landscape.  
To protect and enhance the parish’s natural environment, including the River Wensum 
valley, Drayton Wood, Drayton Drewray and other valued green spaces. To strengthen 
ecological connectivity between habitats and green corridors, improve biodiversity, and 
enhance resilience to climate change. To manage flood risk and surface water through 
sustainable design, tree planting and landscaping that contribute to both ecological 
value and visual amenity. 
 
Objective 5: Access and Movement. To improve opportunities for walking and cycling 
by providing safe, accessible and well-connected routes linking neighbourhoods, 
schools, facilities and green spaces. To encourage the use of public transport and 
measures that reduce reliance on private vehicles. To manage traffic and parking 
pressures, particularly around the village centre, in order to improve safety, accessibility 
and environmental quality. 
 
Objective 6: Community Life and Wellbeing. To protect and enhance valued 
community facilities, including the Bob Carter Centre, community halls and recreation 
grounds. To encourage flexible, inclusive and accessible spaces that meet the needs of 
a changing population. To support opportunities for people of all ages, particularly 
younger residents, to participate in community, cultural and recreational life. 
 



Adopted Drayton Neighbourhood 
Plan Objectives (2016) 

Proposed Drayton Neighbourhood Plan Review Objectives (2026) 

Objective 7: Local Economy and Village Centre. To support small-scale, local and 
low-impact businesses that provide local jobs and services and contribute to the 
parish’s vitality. To encourage the continued success of local shops, cafés and services 
within the village centre. To support the reuse or sensitive redevelopment of vacant or 
underused business premises in ways that sustain employment and local enterprise. 

Proposed policy modifications 

16. The following tables summarise the proposed policy modifications. They compare each policy, or linked group of policies, in the 
made Drayton Neighbourhood Plan with the policies proposed in the reviewed Plan. The purpose of the tables is to show how 
the main policy intentions have been retained, updated, replaced, consolidated or removed. The tables do not set out every 
change to supporting text or wording; instead, they provide a proportionate summary of the main modifications and explain how 
these affect the nature of the made Plan. 

Policies 1A-1E Design standards and land use mix 

Figure 5: Policies 1A–1E Design standards and land use mix 

Adopted Drayton Neighbourhood 
Plan Policies (2016) 

Proposed Drayton Neighbourhood 
Plan Review Policies (2026) 

Commentary on modifications 

Policies 1A to 1E: Design 
Standards and Land Use Mix 

Policy 5.2 Design, Quality, Local 
Character and Settlement Edge; Policy 
5.4A Green Infrastructure and 
Ecological Networks; Policy 5.5 
Walking and Cycling Connectivity; 
Policy 5.7A Village Centre and Local 
Services; and Policy 5.7B Small-Scale 
and Local Employment 

The broad intention of Policies 1A to 1E is 
retained, but the policy approach has been 
restructured. The made Plan grouped 
design, employment, natural environment, 
retail and traffic matters under one policy 
heading. The reviewed Plan separates 
these into clearer topic-based policies. 

Policy 1A: Design, sustainability 
and historic character 

Carried forward principally through Policy 
5.2 Design, Quality, Local Character 
and Settlement Edge. 

The policy has been updated to provide more 
detailed and locally specific design criteria, 
including local character, materials, 



Adopted Drayton Neighbourhood 
Plan Policies (2016) 

Proposed Drayton Neighbourhood 
Plan Review Policies (2026) 

Commentary on modifications 

settlement edges, landscape setting, inclusive 
design, landscaping and biodiversity features. 

Policy 1B: Housing and local 
employment 

Carried forward through Policy 5.7B 
Small-Scale and Local Employment. 

The reviewed policy no longer links 
employment only to new housing 
development. It provides a broader 
framework for small-scale, low-impact and 
locally appropriate employment across the 
parish. 

Policy 1C: Natural environment Carried forward and expanded through 
Policy 5.4A Green Infrastructure and 
Ecological Networks. 

The made policy provided a general 
safeguard against harm to the natural 
environment. The reviewed policy provides a 
more positive and detailed approach to green 
infrastructure, ecological connectivity, habitat 
creation and nature recovery. 

Policy 1D: Retail floorspace and 
village centre function 

Carried forward through Policy 5.7A 
Village Centre and Local Services. 

The reviewed policy broadens the approach 
from retail floorspace to the wider function of 
the village centre, including shops, services, 
cafés, community uses and active ground-
floor uses. 

Policy 1E: Traffic congestion in 
the village centre 

Addressed through Policy 5.5 Walking 
and Cycling Connectivity, Policy 5.7A 
Village Centre and Local Services, and 
related community actions. 

The reviewed Plan no longer includes a broad 
policy seeking to alleviate traffic congestion. 
Instead, it focuses on active travel, local 
accessibility and ensuring village centre 
proposals avoid unacceptable traffic and 
parking impacts. Wider traffic and parking 
matters are addressed through community 
actions where partnership delivery is 
required. 



 

 

Policies 2A–2C Protecting and enhancing the historic character 

Figure 6: Policies 2A–2C Protecting and enhancing historic character 

Adopted Drayton Neighbourhood 
Plan Policies (2016) 

Proposed Drayton Neighbourhood Plan 
Review Policies (2026) 

Commentary on modifications 

Policies 2A to 2C: Protecting and 
Enhancing Historic Character 

Policy 5.2 Design, Quality, Local Character 
and Settlement Edge and Policy 5.4B 
Landscape Character, Setting and Key 
Views 

The broad intention of Policies 2A to 2C is 
retained, but the approach has been 
incorporated into wider policies on 
design, local character, landscape setting 
and views.  

Policy 2A: Traditional building 
materials 

Carried forward through Policy 5.2 Design, 
Quality, Local Character and Settlement 
Edge. 

The reviewed policy places materials within a 
broader design framework, including local 
character, layout, scale, form, landscape 
setting and settlement edge treatment. 

Policy 2B: Views of St Margaret’s 
Church from School Road 

Addressed through Policy 5.4B Landscape 
Character, Setting and Key Views, supported 
by the updated Key Views Assessment. 

This specific view is not repeated as a 
standalone policy. The reviewed Plan instead 
applies a broader and more evidence-led 
approach to locally important views. The 
historic and visual role of St Margaret’s 
Church remains relevant through the Plan’s 
design, character and landscape policies. 

Policy 2C: Setting of listed 
buildings 

Addressed through Policy 5.2 Design, 
Quality, Local Character and Settlement 
Edge and Policy 5.4B Landscape Character, 
Setting and Key Views. 

The reviewed Plan avoids duplicating national 
policy and statutory duties relating to listed 
buildings, while retaining locally specific 
support for development that respects 
Drayton’s historic character, settlement form 
and landscape setting. 



 

Policy 3: Maintaining important views 

Figure 7: Policy 3 Maintaining important views 

Adopted Drayton Neighbourhood 
Plan Policies (2016) 

Proposed Drayton Neighbourhood Plan 
Review Policies (2026) 

Commentary on modifications 

Policy 3: Maintaining Important 
Views 

Policy 5.4B Landscape Character, Setting 
and Key Views and Policy 5.1 Green Gap 
between Settlements 

The broad intention of Policy 3 is retained 
and updated. The reviewed Plan continues 
to protect locally important views, supported 
by an updated Key Views Assessment. 

The made Plan identified views of 
St Margaret’s Church tower, views 
across open land from School 
Road towards Hall Lane, and views 
over the green gap between 
Drayton and Taverham. 

The reviewed Plan identifies three locally 
important views: views across open fields from 
School Road towards Hall Lane; views over 
the green gap between Drayton and 
Taverham; and views of the Wensum Valley 
from Old Lodge / the southern edge of 
Drayton. 

The policy has been updated to provide a 
more structured and evidence-led approach. 
The identified views have been reviewed and 
refined using updated evidence. 

The made Plan included the green 
gap between Drayton and 
Taverham as an important view. 

Policy 5.1 Green Gap between Settlements 
gives clearer policy recognition to the role of 
this area in maintaining separation between 
Drayton and Taverham. 

This is a material modification because it 
introduces a more explicit settlement 
separation policy. However, it builds directly 
on the made Plan’s existing protection of the 
green gap view and does not change the 
strategic role of Drayton or allocate land for 
development. 

 



Policy 4 Improved public parking 

Figure 8: Policy 4 Improved public parking 

Adopted Drayton Neighbourhood 
Plan Policies (2016) 

Proposed Drayton Neighbourhood Plan 
Review Policies (2026) 

Commentary on modifications 

Policy 4: Improved Public 
Parking 

Policy 5.5 Walking and Cycling 
Connectivity, Policy 5.7A Village Centre and 
Local Services, and Community Action 
CA11 Sensitive Car Parking Improvements 

The issue of parking is retained, but the 
reviewed Plan does not include a standalone 
parking policy. Parking is addressed 
through the wider approach to village 
centre accessibility, active travel and 
public realm improvements. 

The made Plan supported 
increased public parking in the 
village centre where appropriate. 

The reviewed Plan requires village centre 
proposals to avoid unacceptable traffic and 
parking impacts, while Community Action 
CA11 supports sensitive parking 
improvements. 

Parking improvements are treated mainly as 
a delivery and partnership issue rather than a 
standalone development management policy. 
This reflects the limits of what can be secured 
directly through neighbourhood planning 
policy. 

Policy 5 Flooding 

Figure 9: Policy 5 Flooding 

Adopted Drayton Neighbourhood 
Plan Policies (2016) 

Proposed Drayton Neighbourhood Plan 
Review Policies (2026) 

Commentary on modifications 

Policy 5: Flooding Policy 5.4A Green Infrastructure and 
Ecological Networks, together with updated 
supporting text on flood risk, drainage, the 
River Wensum valley and sustainable design. 

The issue of flooding is retained, but the 
reviewed Plan no longer includes a 
standalone flooding policy. Flood risk is 
addressed through the wider approach to 
green infrastructure, sustainable drainage, 
climate resilience and relevant national 
and Local Plan policy. 



Adopted Drayton Neighbourhood 
Plan Policies (2016) 

Proposed Drayton Neighbourhood Plan 
Review Policies (2026) 

Commentary on modifications 

The made Plan identified surface 
water flooding as a local issue, 
particularly in the village centre. 

The reviewed Plan continues to recognise 
flood risk and surface water issues, including 
the Critical Drainage Area in the village centre 
and flood risk associated with the River 
Wensum. 

The modification is mainly one of 
structure and emphasis. The reviewed Plan 
does not remove flood risk as an issue; it 
places it within a wider environmental and 
green infrastructure framework. 

 

Policy 6: Village Centre enhancements 

Figure 10: Policy 6 Village Centre enhancements 

Adopted Drayton Neighbourhood 
Plan Policies (2016) 

Proposed Drayton Neighbourhood Plan 
Review Policies (2026) 

Commentary on modifications 

Policy 6: Village Centre 
Enhancements and Project 1: 
Village Centre Enhancements 

Policy 5.7A Village Centre and Local 
Services, Policy 5.6A Community Facilities, 
Community Action CA10 Village Centre 
Public Realm Improvements and 
Community Action CA11 Sensitive Car 
Parking Improvements 

The broad intention of Policy 6 is retained 
and updated. The reviewed Plan continues 
to support the role of Drayton’s village 
centre and also recognises the local 
centre at Thorpe Marriott. 

The made Plan supported the role, 
appearance and accessibility of the 
village centre. 

The reviewed Plan supports the retention and 
enhancement of shops, services, community 
uses and other main village centre uses, while 
moving public realm and parking 
improvements into community actions. 

The modification separates development 
management policy from wider delivery 
actions. This makes the policy approach 
more focused while retaining the community’s 
aspiration for attractive, accessible and 
functional village centres. 

 



Policy 7 Improved cycling and walking routes 

Figure 11: Policy 7 Improved cycling and walking routes 

Adopted Drayton Neighbourhood 
Plan Policies (2016) 

Proposed Drayton Neighbourhood Plan 
Review Policies (2026) 

Commentary on modifications 

Policy 7: Improved Walking and 
Cycling Routes and Project 2: 
Walking and Cycling Routes 

Policy 5.5 Walking and Cycling 
Connectivity and Community Actions CA5 
to CA9 

The broad intention of Policy 7 is retained 
and updated. The reviewed Plan continues 
to support improved walking and cycling 
routes in and around Drayton. 

The made Plan supported 
improved walking and cycling 
routes, including links to Marriott’s 
Way and the wider countryside. 

Policy 5.5 supports safer, more attractive and 
more accessible active travel routes, including 
links to schools, community facilities, local 
services, green spaces and existing walking 
and cycling networks. 

The reviewed policy provides a more current 
and proportionate framework for active travel, 
while practical route improvements, 
wayfinding and partnership projects are set 
out in Community Actions CA5 to CA9. 

 

Policy 8 Nature conservation 

Figure 12: Policy 8 Nature Conservation 

Adopted Drayton Neighbourhood 
Plan Policies (2016) 

Proposed Drayton Neighbourhood Plan 
Review Policies (2026) 

Commentary on modifications 

Policy 8: Nature Conservation 
and Project 3: Nature 
Conservation 

Policy 5.4A Green Infrastructure and 
Ecological Networks, Policy 5.4C Local 
Green Spaces, and Community Actions CA1 
to CA4 

The intention of Policy 8 is retained and 
strengthened. The reviewed Plan updates 
the approach through a broader green 
infrastructure and ecological networks policy, 
supported by Local Green Space 
designations and community actions. 

The made Plan sought to protect 
and enhance Drayton’s natural 
environment, including the River 
Wensum, Drayton Drewray, 

The reviewed Plan focuses on green 
infrastructure, ecological connectivity, habitat 
enhancement, Local Green Spaces and nature 
recovery. 

The modification updates the policy to 
reflect current evidence and policy 
priorities, including biodiversity, habitat 
connectivity, climate resilience and the 
Norfolk Local Nature Recovery Strategy. It 



Adopted Drayton Neighbourhood 
Plan Policies (2016) 

Proposed Drayton Neighbourhood Plan 
Review Policies (2026) 

Commentary on modifications 

Drayton Wood, Canham’s Hill and 
other green infrastructure assets. 

strengthens rather than changes the made 
Plan’s approach to the natural 
environment. 

 

Policy 9 Increasing the use of the King George V playing field 

Figure 13: Policy 9 Increasing the use of the King George V playing field 

Adopted Drayton Neighbourhood 
Plan Policies (2016) 

Proposed Drayton Neighbourhood Plan 
Review Policies (2026) 

Commentary on modifications 

Policy 9: Increasing the Use of 
the King George V Playing Field 
and Project 4: King George V 
Playing Field 

Policy 5.4C Local Green Spaces, Policy 
5.6A Community Facilities, Policy 5.6B 
Provision of Community Infrastructure and 
Youth Provision through Development, and 
Community Actions CA13 to CA15 

The broad intention of Policy 9 is retained, 
but the reviewed Plan no longer includes a 
standalone policy for King George V Playing 
Field. 

The made Plan identified King 
George V Playing Field as an 
important community and 
recreational asset and supported 
proposals that would increase its 
use. 

The reviewed Plan protects the site as a 
Local Green Space and supports its wider 
recreational and community role through the 
community facilities policies and relevant 
community actions. 

The modification gives the site clearer 
protective status while placing it within a 
wider network of Local Green Spaces, 
recreation areas, community facilities and 
youth provision. This broadens and updates 
the approach without changing the nature of 
the Plan. 

 

Whether the proposed modifications significantly or substantially change the nature of the Neighbourhood Plan 

 
17. As set out earlier in this statement, national guidance requires the qualifying body to state whether the proposed modifications 

are so significant or substantial as to change the nature of the made Neighbourhood Plan, and to provide reasons for that view. 



18. Drayton Parish Council has undertaken a comprehensive review of the made Drayton Neighbourhood Plan to ensure that it 
remains up to date and continues to provide an effective planning framework for the parish. The review has taken account of 
changes in national planning policy, the adopted Greater Norwich Local Plan, updated local evidence, environmental and 
landscape evidence, recent development in the parish, and community engagement undertaken during the review process. 

19. The review has resulted in substantial changes to the wording, structure and presentation of the Plan. The Vision and 
Objectives have been updated, the policies have been restructured and rewritten, and new supporting evidence has been 
prepared, including evidence on Local Green Spaces, locally important views, green infrastructure, flood risk, housing, 
community facilities, local movement and the village centre. 

20. Although the reviewed Plan makes material modifications to the made Plan, the overall nature of the Plan remains unchanged. 
The reviewed Plan continues to provide a locally specific planning framework for Drayton. It continues to address the same 
broad themes as the made Plan, including local character, settlement identity, design, green spaces, the natural environment, 
walking and cycling, community facilities, local services, the village centre and the local economy. 

21. The reviewed Plan does not allocate land for development. It does not introduce a new spatial strategy for the parish, change 
the Neighbourhood Area, or seek to alter the scale or distribution of growth established through the strategic planning 
framework. Instead, it provides updated local policies to guide how development should respond to Drayton’s character, 
landscape setting, green infrastructure, community facilities and movement networks. 

22. Some new policy mechanisms have been introduced, including the Green Gap between Drayton and Taverham, Local Green 
Space designations, and a more detailed approach to locally important views and green infrastructure. These are material 
modifications, but they build on the made Plan’s existing objectives and policies relating to settlement character, separation, 
views, green spaces and nature conservation. They therefore refine and strengthen the local planning framework rather than 
changing the nature of the Plan. 

23. Some policies from the made Plan have been consolidated, broadened or moved into community actions. This includes matters 
such as public parking, village centre public realm improvements, walking and cycling projects, biodiversity projects and 
improvements to community facilities. This reflects the distinction between planning policies that can be applied through 
development management and wider actions that require partnership working by the Parish Council, local authorities, 
landowners and other stakeholders. 



24. A Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats Regulations Assessment screening process has also been undertaken for 
the reviewed Plan. The screening concluded that Strategic Environmental Assessment is not required and that Appropriate 
Assessment under the Habitats Regulations is not required. The statutory consultation bodies did not object to these 
conclusions. 

25. Taken as a whole, the proposed modifications represent a comprehensive but proportionate update of the made Drayton 
Neighbourhood Plan. The reviewed Plan updates the evidence base, improves clarity, removes duplication, strengthens locally 
specific policy content and responds to current community priorities. It does not alter the fundamental purpose, scope or spatial 
approach of the made Plan. 

26. Drayton Parish Council therefore considers that the proposed modifications are material modifications, but they are 
not so significant or substantial as to change the nature of the made Drayton Neighbourhood Plan. 


